


President Conchita Márquez de Lucero  

Work has begun on the 2009 banquet. Is anyone 
interested in helping make the event 
memorable?    

It is always such an honor to acknowledge such 
deserving individuals and learn more about 
them, their endless hours of work, and their 
sacrifices.  One must realize that their families 

support made their work possible.  Accomplishments are made with 
the help of many but I am sure at times it may seem that one is alone.  
I know our membership is always anxious to hear about the journey 
these giants have had to endure.  Nothing comes easy and when 
presenters tell of the awardees I always listen with appreciation 
knowing they never have enough time to truly tell the story of an 
individual.  When the brave souls in El Paso took on the don Juan de 
Oñate project, political correctness crept in to make it a daunting task 
and test of commitment.  Achieving ones goals always comes with 
sacrifice.  Aren’t we lucky that our hardest task is appreciation and 
showing we are grateful for their work; letters, emails or calls to El 
Paso city leader, especially the air port director, commenting on the 
fantastic monument should be made by each member? 

We are grateful for the teachers who make the giants of tomorrow.  
Theirs is a gift to inspire and to show that goals are achieved with 
commitment and work.  Each of us can remember a teacher that 
reached out to help us to dream, set goals and achieve.

February’s dates to remember 

2  Día de la Candelaria (do not wash clothes lest your house burns) 
3  Battle of Taso with U.S. troops 1847 
10   Elfego Baca Born 1865 died 8/ 27/1945 interned at Sunset  
           Memorial Park in ABQ 
13  Death comes for Archbishop Jean-Baptiste Lamy 1888 

14        Wishing you a Happy 
Valentines Day 

15  Newsletter Dead line  
           Members are encouraged to submit articles or notices 
16 Presidents Day Observed 
18  Lincoln County War begins 1878 
21  Civil War Battle of Valverde 1862 
25  Ash Wednesday  
28  Comanche Peace Treaty signed by de Anza and Ecueracapa 1786 

Welcome New Members
Luis and Teresa Laorden from Madrid Spain. Doctor Ingeniero de 
Caminos y author 

 Laurel Córdova Edenburn from Peralta NM  
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2009 Millie Santillanes 
Education Award 

Nick LaRue 
Teacher, Madison 

Middle School 
Albuquerque, New 

Mexico

Nick LaRue is a 
Summa cum laude 
graduate of the 

University of New Mexico.  He is a mid-school 
New Mexico history teacher (Madison Middle 
School at APS) and describes himself as a political 
activist who once considered becoming a priest.  He 
received a small Scholarship from the NASA space 
consortium and graduated with honors. 

He became an Eagle Scout at age 15 and had 
backpacked much of the Gila Wilderness and still 
feels God put him on this earth to find every back 
road in New Mexico.  His first job was a tour guide 
for the Museo de San Elizario in Texas and it 
provoked an unending love of history.  The area 
was once home to Spanish garrisons and many 
forays to the north were launched from the Presidio.

When he taught at Garfield Middle School in the 
North Valley he sponsored Wild Friends and with 
the help of his students and others Memorial 50, the 
Wildlife Violator Compact was read on the floor of 
the legislature.  It resulted in a Western crackdown 
on poaching of big game.  He and his students also 
built a wildlife habitat that is still part of the 
community.

Mr. LaRue came to our attention from a project at 
Madison Middle School when they studied the Rio 
Puerco Valley.  He and his students were inspired 
by the writings of Nasario Garcia who has written 
extensively about New Mexico and the Rio Puerco. 
He and his students traveled to the area and 
explored the ruins of the four old villages, fields and 
graveyards.  They also studied Spanish history 
including escudos and the students drew and 
described their own from what they had learned.
Their research was published in the Albuquerque 
Journal.

Each of his classes this year have finished creating 
five books on New Spain and the world as it existed 
in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.

2009 doña Eufemia 
Awardee 

Jody Polk Schwartz 
Fundraiser, Photographer 

El Paso, Texas 

Jody Polk Schwartz is a 
professional photographer 
who has specialized in child 
and family photography in 
environmental settings for 25 
years.  She has won many 
awards and has produced postcards for many years 
entitled “Images of El Paso” depicting the colorful 
and authentic flavor of the border metropolis of El 
Paso and Ciudad Juarez. 

Jody has studied in Switzerland and France and 
graduated from the College of William and Mary.  
She has volunteered for many civic organizations 
and was involved with a small tour company that 
took women to France for 20 years. 

One of her proudest accomplishments was being a 
part of the small group of dedicated volunteers who 
saw to the successful completion of the don Juan de 
Oñate monument, located ant the entrance of the El 
Paso International Airport, in April of 2007.  It was 
sculpted by John Houser and his son Ethan Houser.
It weighs 17 tons and is the largest equestrian 
bronze in the world.

Jody was the fund raising co-chair of the XII 
Travelers Memorial of the Southwest Board, which 
raised over 1.25 million dollars over a 10-year 
period to make the monument a reality.  She was an 
inductee in El Paso’s Women’s Hall of Fame in the 
arts category in 2000, principally for her 
participation as a board member of the XII 
Travelers Memorial of the Southwest non-profit 
board.  The board was formed to support the vision 
of sculptor John Houser, which is to highlight the 
400 year rich history of El Paso and the region 
through the 
creation of over-
life size 
monuments in 
downtown El 
Paso.


