
NEW MEXICO LAW 
 

These legal perspective are most interesting if you have the time. 
Ruben Salaz 
 
Dear New Mexican, 
 
With all the discussion about immigrants, the English language and the national  
anthem it is obvious that New Mexico - for a change - has a few things to teach  
the rest of the country. The information below relates to the NM Constitution  
(1911 and revisions) and NM Statutes. The material is exactly as it appears.  
Enjoy! 
 
Nelson Valdés 
 
------------------------------ 
 
1. N.M. Const. art. XII, § 8  (2006) Section 8.  [Teachers to learn English and  
Spanish.] 
 
The legislature shall provide for the training of teachers in the normal 
schools or otherwise so that they may become proficient in both the English 
and Spanish languages, to qualify them to teach Spanish-speaking pupils and 
students in the public schools and educational institutions of the state, 
and shall provide proper means and methods to facilitate the teaching of the 
English language and other branches of learning to such pupils and students. 
 
2. N.M. Const. art. XII, § 10  (2006) Section 10.  [Educational rights of  
children of Spanish descent.] 
 
 
Children of Spanish descent in the state of New Mexico shall never be 
denied the right and privilege of admission and attendance in the public 
schools or other public educational institutions of the state, and they 
shall never be classed in separate schools, but shall forever enjoy perfect 
equality with other children in all public schools and educational 
institutions of the state, and the legislature shall provide penalties for 
the violation of this section. This section shall never be amended except 
upon a vote of the people of this state, in an election at which at least 
three-fourths of the electors voting in the whole state and at least 
two-thirds of those voting in each county in the state shall vote for such 
amendment. 
 
3. N.M. Const. art. VII, § 3  (2006) Section 3.  [Religious and racial equality  
protected; restrictions on 
amendments.] 
 
The right of any citizen of the state to vote, hold office or sit upon 
juries, shall never be restricted, abridged or impaired on account of 
religion, race, language or color, or inability to speak, read or write the 



English or Spanish languages except as may be otherwise provided in this 
constitution; and the provisions of this section and of Section One of this 
article shall never be amended except upon a vote of the people of this 
state in an election at which at least three-fourths of the electors voting 
in the whole state, and at least two-thirds of those voting in each county 
of the state, shall vote for such amendment. 
 
 
4. N.M. Const. art. XIX, § 1  (2006) Section 1.  [Proposing and ratifying  
amendments.] 
 
An amendment or amendments to this constitution may be proposed in either 
house of the legislature at a regular session; and if a majority of all 
members elected to each of the two houses voting separately votes in favor 
thereof, the proposed amendment or amendments shall be entered on their 
respective journals with the yeas and nays thereon. 
 
An amendment or amendments may also be proposed by an independent commission 
established by law for that purpose, and the amendment or amendments shall 
be submitted to the legislature for its review in accordance with the 
provisions of this section. 
 
The secretary of state shall cause any such amendment or amendments to be 
published in at least one newspaper in every county of the state, where a 
newspaper is published once each week, for four consecutive weeks, in 
English and Spanish when newspapers in both of said languages are published 
in such counties, the last publication to be not more than two weeks prior 
to the election at which time said amendment or amendments shall be 
submitted to the electors of the state for their approval or rejection; and 
shall further provide notice of the content and purpose of legislatively 
approved constitutional amendments in both English and Spanish to inform 
electors about the amendments in the time and manner provided by law. The 
secretary of state shall also make reasonable efforts to provide notice of 
the content and purpose of legislatively approved constitutional amendments 
in indigenous languages and to minority language groups to inform electors 
about the amendments. Amendments approved by the legislature shall be voted 
upon at the next regular election held after the adjournment of that 
legislature or at a special election to be held not less than six months 
after the adjournment of that legislature, at such time and in such manner 
as the legislature may by law provide. An amendment that is ratified by a 
majority of the electors voting on the amendment shall become part of this 
constitution. 
 
6. N.M. Const. art. XX, § 12  (2006) Section 12.  [Publication of laws in  
English and Spanish.] 
 
For the first twenty years after this constitution goes into effect all 
laws passed by the legislature shall be published in both the English and 
Spanish languages and thereafter such publication shall be made as the 
legislature may provide. 


