..OUR PRAYERS GO OUT TO THE VICTIMS
OF THE HAITIAN EARTH QUAKE!! We pray
that the generosity and supports needed for
rescue and recovery are offered and used
effectively under guidance of Divine Order &
Blessings!

THE __RIO ABAJO __ FRONTIER 1540-1692
Joseph P. Sanchez, PhD.-Author Published 19

Book Review by: S. Pauline Anaya

Having been raised in El Rio Abajo, it is fascinating
to learn of our ancestors experiences, the First
Spanish explores and settlers. This excellent work
by Dr. Sanchez give me an opportunity to place
myself in history and learn important details of the
endurance and the experiences of exploring and
settling this remarkable land. This book is a valuable
resource provided by Dr. Sanchez. His work allows
understanding of the remarkable effort and sacrifices
made as the stories chronicle the encounters creating
written history which for so long was lacking.

Included are the important facts: The age of
discovery included New Mexico; the expeditions
FIRST to explore North America from California to
Florida were Hernando de Soto (1539-43), and
Francisco Vazquez de Coronado (1540-42) and Juan
Rodriguez Cabrillo (1541-42) New Mexico is unique
among States in that during the Quincentenary (400th
anniversary) of Juan de Ofiate’s 1598 settlement of
New Mexico celebrated included the following:

1598-1998

« 400th Anniversary of Juan de Onate’s Settlement

« 450th Anniversary of Coronado’s Expedition

o 150th Aniversary of the Treaty of Guadalupe
Hidalgo

« 100th anniversary of the Spanish American War

« 500th anniversary of Columbus’s Third Voyage
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All of which confirm the historical presence,
participation, contributions, and travails of Hispanics
in the National story of the United States as well as
that of the Americas. Eventually commemorations
have included the Camino Real de Tierra Adentro, the
Old Santa Fe Trails, Santa Fe-Chihuahua Trail.
During the Spanish and Mexican Provincial periods
all roads led to Santa Fe. In the 17th Century the
Provincial de Nuevo México began at a place called La
Toma del Rio, which was near the hacienda of Andrés
de Grécia, south of El Paso, which was a rest stop.

At El Paso they crossed the Rio Grande heading
northeast east of the Organ Mountains known as
Jornada del Muerto. The Jornada trail was easier to
travel than the winding turns of the Rio Grande, and
rejoining the river near present-day San Marcial,
southeast of Socorro. From there to Cochiti Pueblo
the area is known as the Rio Abajo. The Rio Arriba
break traditionally called La Bajada marks this divide
of two distinct land regions.

Dr. Sanchez’ book outlines in chronological order the
time frame and events in clear order and narrative. The
period between 1580-83 missionaries, speculators and
the Rio Abajo Pueblos. Too, the Gaspar Castafio de
Sosa and the Illegal Conquest of Tierra Adentro, and
the founding of the Ofiate settlement with the “Pedro
de Peralta’s Crucible.”

Between 1598 —1610 was one of exploration, sparse
settlement and missionization. From 1610-1659 was
one of numerous expansion projects, to include lands
east of Manzano Mountains and to the west towards
Acoma and Zuni. Than from 1659-1680 the province
of Nuevo Mexico was characterized by a series of
readjustments occasioned by discord among civilian
and ecclesiastical leaders, creating tensions and
misbehaviors that created drama.

www.nmhcpl.org



President Melvyn Montano’s Message
This past year has been a busy and hectic one.
We have been reorganizing, establishing goals,
collaborating with other communities on expanding the
Hispanic footprint of concern about our culture. The
lack of identity we have in New Mexico and the rest of
the United States is appalling when you realize that
present day America was virtually uninhabited by
other Europeans when Spain began exploration and
colonization in the early to late 1500's. Education and
truth have been ignored by educational institutions and
the U. S Government as stated in Dr. Philip Wayne
Powell's book, "The Tree Of Hate".

In his book Dr. Powell reveals the "American Council on Education Report of
1944" which concluded that there "was a clear recognition by our scholars that,
as a basic step in bridging the chasms between Latin America and ourselves,
we had best eliminate our educational errors concerning those countries”. In
discussing United States college textbooks on United States history, the Report
says: As it stands now, many people in the United States have gained the
impression, through the media of the radio, cinema, press, fiction, music,
uncritical travel accounts, and the like, that most Latin Americans are ignorant,
lazy, and incapable of governing themselves, and that their countries are rich
but fallow ground awaiting cultivation by the superior and enterprising people
of the United States".

On the subject of general history textbooks: Certain old clichés which are
characteristic of these books are not simply isolated errors of particular
historians, but, rather, form a part of what has come to be designated "la
leyendra negra" (Black Legend) of Spain in American historiography".

With particular reference to high school texts, the ACE Report is very clear:
"The traditional story of Spanish shortcomings is characteristic of the high
school texts. The causes that originally brought about this (Black Legend)
legacy of hatred and misunderstanding have long since ceased to operative, but
tradition of infamy still lingers in the pages of the textbooks and in the mind of
the readers".

I took license to elaborate on the book and it's reference of the ACE Report of
1944 because it is the basis of our mission and concern of the future of our
children and because I believe that many have heard about "The Tree of Hate"
but not read the book., The experiences our culture has dealt with on
inadequate education, quality of life, and employment has had a negative
impact. The recognition of the massive contributions made by Spain in law,
religion, government, livestock, metallurgy, weaving, farming, irrigation, and
education have been overlooked. The list goes on and on but acknowledgments
are few. Are we willing to sit back and become what we have been made out to
be? Get involved; don't wait for others to do it for you. If you wait, we become
what the Black Legend says we are. Join the New Mexico Hispanic Culture
Preservation League and make a difference. You owe it to your children.
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Prayer Requests
Our Troops, our youth and answers to

our personal petitions. Roberto
Martinez, Dolores Marquez , Gerri
Griego, Bernice Gutierrez, Maria
Rutkowsky, NMHCPL Members and
all most in need of healing

May this lenten season
bring every opportunity for
inner reflection and growth!

JOIN US in our mission!
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As well as increasing resentment among pueblo leaders of their
treatment, the 1680 St. Lawrence Day Massacre sent the
settlers southward along the Rio Abajo.

After twelve years, eventually DeVarga and his
settlers, occupied Santa Fe for a successfully
restoration of Spanish Provencial settlements.

Than from the time Fray Estevan de Perea took over
as padre custodio of the New Mexico mission field in
1617, it had been Fray Alonso Peinado who has
worked the mission field since 1613 where Peinado
worked among theTiwa at Chili. Between 1618-1659
excellent information regarding the Governors, Priests,
and Pueblo Missions on the Rio Abajo is well
described. The next section covers Gov. Mendizabel
versus Friars and Settlers, where “Gov Mendizabel’s
reports contain so many falsehoods about the friars
and the citizens of the province”, according to Thome
D. de Mendoza.

In the final two chapters the Bernardo Gruber and the
New Mexican Inquisition regarding his “magic” is
well documented and in the final chapter it brings us
to the time between the St Lawrence Day Massacre
and the Re-settlement to 1692 in Rio Abajo

When the advance guard of Coronado’s expedition
lead by Captain Alvarado and his men saw the what is
called today our Sandia Mountains, they called them
Sierra Nevada and called our Rio Grande river the Rio
Nuestra Senora.

As one reads further in this excellent chronicle of the
Rio Abajo, the information is based on manuscript
sources chiefly from the archives of Mexico, Spain
and New Mexico one is lead to more fully learn of the
challenges and stories.

In the appendix is a list of The Governors of New
Mexico, based on Lansing B. Bloom, New Mexico
Historical Review (April 1935) x,no.2,154-155.

This book contributes so much about New Mexico
History published in 1987 with a second addition in
1996, the information offered here is exceptionally
presented.. Dr. Sanchez’s contributions are greatly
appreciated.
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Sheldon Hall receives El Paso’s
Conquistador Award By Conchita Lucero

The New Mexican Hispanic Culture Preservation
League honored Sheldon Hall as Adelantado in 2005
and would like to take the opportunity to congratulate
him for the recent award acknowledging his lifetime
accomplishments on December 9, 2009. The
Conquistador Award is El Paso’s highest award.
Sheldon is the founder of the Mission Trails
Association in El Paso which seeks to preserve and
promote the Spanish History of the area. Hall has
worked to make others aware of Don Juan de Ofiate
and the Spanish settlements that predate the Pilgrims.
His efforts changed biased wording about Ofiate in the
Texas Museum and helped to get textbooks in Texas to
include the First Thanksgiving story.

King Juan Carlos I of Spain honored Sheldon for his
efforts to highlight the Spanish history of the area. Hall
was granted three audiences. He was appointed to
serve on the El Paso “Quadricentennial Commission in
1995 by Governor George W. Bush”.

Sheldon researched and promoted the 400" anniversary
which grew into a re-enactment at the Chamizal
National Memorial Park. In Hall’s efforts to bring
attention to El Paso he contacted the Associated Press
and the news spread. According to Hall a couple of
reporters from Wall Street Journal came down for the
story on the First Thanksgiving which was later printed
on the front page. He worked with others to set about
creating children’s books and a video on the re-
enactment available for the schools. He felt these
efforts would create interest in lost history of El Paso
and the Spanish presence and he was a supporter of the
don Juan de Ofiate equestrian statue.

Sheldon and Jane Hall have donated generously to the
New Mexican Hispanic Culture Preservation Leagues
silent auctions and supported past banquets.

www.nmhcpl.org



15th Annual Anza Society World Conference
March 11-14, 2010 to be held at Magdalena de Kino,
Sonora Mexico, about one hour drive from Nogales.
Talks on Anza and the Spanish Colonial period will
take place on Friday at the Hotel Toro and a tour on
Saturday. Van transportation from Tucson and Phoenix
are available go to the Juan Bautista de Anza Society
website at: www.anzasociety.org.

Albuquerque Hispano Chamber of Commerce to
Honor Cmdr. Mike Badorf,
Commanding Officer of the USS Albuquerque

(SSN 706) Submarine Squadron TWO.
Length: 360 Feet ( 109.73 meters)
Crew: 13 Officers, 121 Enlisted

When: February 1, 2010

Time: 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Where: Albuquerque Hispano Chamber of Commerce
1309 Fourth Street SW , 2nd level Board Room

The Albuquerque (SSN 706) is the second United
States vessel to bear that name. The first Albuquerque,
a Tacoma class patrol frigate, was commissioned in
December of 1943 and saw service in World War 11
and the Korean War.

The present Albuquerque is a nuclear powered Los
Angeles-class attack submarine. She was built by the
Electric Boat Division of the General Dynamics
Corporation. Her keel was laid December 27, 1979.
She was launched March 13, 1982 and placed in
commission on May 21, 1983.

Albuquerque is equipped with the latest advancements
in sonar, weapons and propulsion systems technology.
Her missions are many, from hunting and destroying
enemy surface ships and submarines to attacking land
targets with cruise missiles. The ship’s motto is
“Silentum Excubitor”, the silent executioner.

Albuquerque has completed numerous deployments
and has been awarded two Meritorious Unit
Commendations.

Please e-mail Synthia Jaramillo
(synthia@ahcnm.org<mailto:synthia@ahcnm.org> ) or
Melissa Melfi
(melissa@ahcnm.org<mailto:melissa@ahcnm.org> ) or
call us at 505-842-9003.
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.Historical Society of New Mexico Offers
Teachers' Scholarship: The Historical Society of
New Mexico offers free registration for New
Mexico K-12 teachers attending the 2010 New
Mexico History Conference to be held April 29-
May 1 in Hobbs at the Lea County Event Center
and the Western Heritage Center. The program
and other information on the conference can be
found on the society's website at www.hsnm.org.
Teachers are asked to preregister for the
conference at no fee to them. A teacher
scholarship of $300 for selected New Mexico K-12
teachers attending the 2010 New Mexico History
Conference in Hobbs is offered. The scholarships
are intended to defray travel and accommodation
expenses, but the award may also be used for
classroom materials or other education-related
expenses. Scholarship awardees are expected to
attend the Saturday evening banquet to receive
their award.

The number of Teachers' Scholarships is limited.
Factors to be considered in selecting awardees
include background in New Mexico history,
teaching experience, and school type, size and
location. The group selected will include a
diversity of experience and backgrounds. Those
applying for the scholarships should use the
application form attached and submit their
application by the due date of Feb. 15. Awardees
will be notified by March 8.

Applications may be mailed to William Bayne
Anderson, HSNM Teachers' Scholarship
Committee, P.O. Box 1583, Deming, NM
88031; or via e-mail to Anderson at
wbamea@msn.com

HERITAGE DAY Casa San Ysidro Free
Admission Sat. May 15,2010 10 a.m -4 p.m.
Casa San Ysidro will Celebrate Heritage Day with
music, performances and artist demonstrations

Isletan Pueblo Images -1900s Photographic
Exhibit at the Albuquerque Museum. This
exhibit positively informs about Spanish period
contributions, and is a fair and balanced exhibit
through April 25, 2010.

www.nmhcpl.org
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New Mexico Centennial 1912-2012 website listing of
various events and activities at
www.nmcentennial.org

Mission: To plan, facilitate, and promote activities
related to New Mexico’s Centennial of Statehood in
the year 2012.

Vision: The New Mexico Centennial will be an
inclusive statewide commemoration of one hundred
years of statehood, encompassing a diversity of
Centennial-themed events, projects and initiatives that
will result in both residents and visitors to New
Mexico having better

access to, deeper understanding of, and broader
commitment to the state’s rich, multi-cultural heritage.
The planning process will help unite New Mexicans
in observing the past, and create a shared legacy

that can be a source of common strength and
inspiration for shaping the state’s future.

On the website there is a link allowing essay
contributions, which our membership wish to do.

STUDY IN SPAIN for one year. If you are a native
English speaker, hold a U.S. passport, a junior or senior
in college or hold a B.A., B.S., M.S., M.A. and have an
intermediate or advance level of Spanish than your
eligible to apply for the grant offered. Stipend and free
medical etc. If interested apply between Nov. 30 ~
March 30.
go to: www.educacion.es/exterior/usa

Or northamericanos@educacion.es

“HISPANICS IN THE U.S. ARMY DURING THE
MILITARY OCCUPATION OF
NEW MEXICO”

Noted local military historian, Tim Kimball
trained & served as a military analyst in the U.S.
Army
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2010 @ 10:30am

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS LIBRARY
(423 Central Ave NE. Call 505-848-1376 or 311 for
more information. TTY Users call 711
www.cabqg.gov/library)

Sponsored by the Special Collections Library & the
Hispanic Culture Preservation League
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A TREASURE OF A FIND!!

Orange County, CA Dofia Eufemia Pauline Chavez-
Bent

Recently I found a connection to Capt. Francisco
Valencia and Dona Maria Lopez Millan, through my
Padilla . Lo and behold on page 114 of The Rio
Abajo Frontier 1540-1692, by Joseph P. Sanchez 1
found the following: In May of 1661, Dona Maria
Lopez de Millan, wife of Captain Francisco de
Valencia. owner of an estancia near Isleta Pueblo
was summoned by Father Alonso de Posada.
commissary of the Inquisition,to testify about what
she knew concerning the Kachina dances held in the
Jurisdiction of Isleta. In very colonial terms, she
recalled that the year before in November, Governor
Lopez had given the Isletans permission to dance the
"diabolical dance" after they had petitioned him. She
remembered another incident because one of her
servants, a mulatto named Blas, had run from the
pueblo to tell her that the Indians had celebrated a
Kachina dance in their kiva and that they also
practiced making some offerings by burying a
spindle and a small turkey in the ground and
"urinating" on them.

It's great hearing the voice of an ancestor from three
and a half centuries ago!

N.M. Dept of Cultural Affairs: Historic
Preservation Division looking for poster images!!
Each May, the Historic Preservation Division
mounts a statewide outreach campaign to highlight
community preservation events and achievements.
An image representing a preservation theme is
selected by staff, published as a poster and
distributed statewide and nationally to more than
3,000 people and organizations to announce
Heritage Preservation Month. In 2010, HPD
celebrates preservation and revitalization of
"Downtown New Mexico," and is looking for poster
images, events and award nonfinations to illustrate
the theme. ? E

Your event can be listed in th¢, Calendar by
downloading and completing the €vents form and
returning it by February 12, 2010. Forms can be e-
mailed to HPD or sent via thejaosm office. Please see
form for details.
www.newmex1c0h1stor1cpreserxyatlon.org

T
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Hispanic Genealogical Research Center
of New Mexico (HGRC of NM~

President Ronaldo Miera
Saturday, February 6, 2010 at 10:30am

Featured Speaker: Ruben Salaz
Presentation—0 We r e -ewsyPioreeds with
Onate or dewnalid igthisscl2im?
What historian support this assertion?

Location: Botts Hall - Special Collections Library
located at Edith and Central, Albuquerque.

Using slides and commentary, Salaz will review the
literature on the subject in which he will present a
review of former State Historian Dr. Stanley
Hordes' book To the End of the Earth: A History of
the Crypto-Jews of New Mexico. He will conclude
with a presentation from the DNA project of Dr.
Wesley Sutton (from New York University) which
focused on the Hispanic New Mexican "Y"
chromosome. A total of 139 subjects, who
described themselves as "Spanish Americans," were
involved in the project. The study was published in
the technical journal "Annals of Human Biology."

"The DNA research of Dr. Wesley Sutton will settle
the 'crypto-Jew pioneer' in New Mexico issue,"
Salaz assures us. "Sutton's study also contains other
crucial Hispanic identity ramifications, not the least
of which is the fact that Hispanics comprise widely
diverse groups." Salaz will encourage the audience
to ask respectful questions and/or comment on this
issue.

Center for Southwest Research_Offers a free day
long workshop on The Care and Preservation of
Oversize Paper Artifacts Please send an e-mail
request to attend the workshop by Feb. 5. to
abellmor@unm.edu

The Rocky Mountain Online Archives: This
gives detailed descriptions of primary source
materials located at twenty (20) different
repositories. Discover what materials are available
for study and where those collections are located on
the web at www.roma.unm.edu.

Did you know that the first inscription carved at
El Morro was that of Don Juan de Onate in 1605
15 years before the pilgrims landed at Plymouth
Rock! Do our youth know this?
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Events at the New Mexico History Museum
Auditorium, 113 Lincoln Ave.

Feb. 20: Frances Levine, "In Her Own
Voice: Dona Teresa Aguilera y Roche and
Intrigue in the Palace of the Gov's," 2 p.m.
Mar. 13: Thomas E. Chavez, "Juan
Martinez de Montoya and the Establishment
of Santa Fe," 2 p.m.

April 17: Robin Farwell Gavin, "The
Journey of Maydlica," 2 p.m.

May 13: Joseph Sanchez, "Peralta and the
Founding of Santa Fe," 6 p.m.

Office of the State Historian's Scholars
Program (max.$1000.00 month) was
established to promote an appreciation of
New Mexico history by supporting
scholarly research in New Mexico archival
repositories. Applications must be received
in the State Historian's office no later than
close of business on February 5, 2010.Direct
questions to Dr. Dennis Trujillo,
505.476.7998, dennis.trujillo@state.nm.us.
See www.hsnm.org for details.

Reading Conference is Feb. 20: An
invitation to attend the New Mexico
International Reading Association State
Conference, “Literacy Horizons,” Feb. 20 at
the Sheraton Uptown in Albuquerque. For
conference and registration information, go
to http://nmira.weebly.com/ and look under
“more”, call Cyndonna King at 250-0597, or
e-mail cyndonna@gmail.com.

The HCLP Board is considering changes
to the April Annual First Thanksgiving
Banquet to a dinner. This in part, due to
the lack of membership involvement, the
limited resources requires responding to
constrains by making appropriate plans
and changes. Final details will be
forthcoming.

Sister Cities International Conference in
Albuquerque July 29-31. Plans for a Fall
2010 visit to Helstedt, Germany &
Alburquerque, Spain is being considered
by Albuquerque Sister City Foundation.

www.nmhcpl.org
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HAPPY ¥VALENTINE’s DAY

FEBRUARY - Saint.Days/ (Feasts)

2 Presentation of the Lord

3 St. Blaise (Bishop & Martyr) Blessing of Throats
11 Our Lady of Lourdes

14 ¥ St Valentine ( Martyr) 3rd Ctry Rome

22 The Chair of St. Peter

27 St. Leander of Seville

FEBRUARY - Events

2 Dia de la Candelaria (do not wash clothes lest your
house burns

3 1847 Battle of Taos with U.S. Troops

13 1888 Death comes for Archbishop Lamy

¥ Happy Valentine’s Day

15 President’s Day Observed

17 Miercoles de Ceniza (Ash Wednesday

18 1878 Lincoln County War begins

21 1862 Civil War Battle of Valverde

22 17 1865 Birth of Elfego Baca

28 1786 Comanche Peace Treaty signed by
deAnza and Ecueracapa

MARCH
7 1539 Marcos de Niza enters New Mexico

YOU ARE INVITED TO Join Us

Hispanic Cultural Preservation League
monthly meetings, for info and directions call:
239-4335

NMHCPL meetings are held on the second
THURSDAY, of each month. JOIN US IN 2010!!

NM Historic Preservation Association~
Announcing NMHPA Conference in 2010 March 31-
April 3 in Albuquerque. Call for presentations &
sessions THEME: The Value of Preservation:
Sustaining Evidence of Cultural Inclusivity. GO to
website for details at: www.nmbheritage.org
Contact: Victoria Jacobsen, 505-988-6788

El Camino Real International Heritage Center will
be hosting an on-going demonstration on building a
carreta, or wagon see their website for more details.
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CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS LEGACY

SUPPORTED? We need your help!

Please support the efforts put forth by Ricardo
Quintana in establishing a petition supporting the
positive contributions of Cristobal Colén. This
is a response to the negative and untruthful
efforts put forth to do away with the honoring of
his legacy. Please take time to go to the
following website and sign the supportive
petition and PLEASE ask your friends and others
to sign/support as well at:
www.thepetitionsite.com/1/Retain-Columbus-
Day

EL PRESIDIO REAL de SAN AGUSTIN del
TUCSON: The Tucson Presidio was established
in August 1775 by Spanish Army Colonel Hugo
O'Conor. The soldados and their families moved
north from Tubac sometime during the Fall of
1776. The fort was first enclosed with a wood
palisade, and later, after a large Apache assault,
by an eight to-twelve foot high adobe wall that
was about 700 ft to a side.

The presidio remained in use until the Americans
entered Tucson in March 1856, and was quickly
dismantled afterwards. The last standing segment
of the wall was torn down in 1918. In the years
since efforts were made to locate and mark the
walls.

Reconstruction of the Adobe Wall Fortress was
completed by support of the City of Tucson and
the Presidio Trust where now historic programs
take place year round that promote the history of
the Spanish and Mexican Tucson founding at the
Presidio.

On February 27, 2010, Saﬁarday, Living History
Day. 10am - 3pm. Events of the Living History
season continues at the Prgsidio. Crafts
demonstrations, soldiers drilling and cannon fire
bring the Presidio to life. $ample Spanish
Colonial food and watch @m re-enactors bake
bread in an horno (oven). The Tucson Presidio
is located at 133 W. Washington. Parking is free
on the nearby streets, and the weather is mild and
outdoor activities are easi[:y enjoyed.

H
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Have you renewed your Membership? Will you consider
giving a Student Membership gift?

Dues are $35 (per family): $

Students $20: $ Student Membership Gift $
Donation: $

Total Amount enclosed $

Make checks payable (NMHCPL) PO Box 7956 (87194)
Attention: Irene Schneider, Membership Chairman

New Mexican Hispanic Culture Preservation League

Name: (please print)

Address

City & State Zip
Phone: Home: Work Fax
Email

| will help on the: Board Newsletter Website
Banquet___ Silent auction Lobbying_ Submit articles

Other Areas of interest
Place of Employment

www.nmcpl.org NOTE: Newsletter printed by Exclamation Printing, Inc. (505) 299-1189
E-mail: sales@exclamationprinting.com

New Mexican Hispanic Culture
Preservation League

Old Town Station, P. O. Box 7956
Alburquerque, New Mexico 87194
Non Profit 501 (c) (3) organization

Mission Statement :

The mission of the New
Mexican Hispanic Cultural
Preservation League it to
Preserve the heritage,
Spanish language and the
history of Hispanic New
Mexico, to promote the
education and
understanding of the
contributions of Hispanics
to the development of New
Mexico and the nation, to
protect the history of the
New Mexican Hispanic
heritage and culture. To
achieve this mission, we will
seek the TRUTH of our
heritage and history, and
re-store the TRUTH and
PRIDE of our New Mexican
Hispanic Culture.
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